














done,” what would New York need to do to be that model?

JESSICA WISNESKI: Dennis said he had a few things that were necessary. One of
those is scandal. I don’t know if New York needs any more scandal. I think we’re
at our height with that. We’ve got the research. Common Cause,62 Citizen Action
and the League®3 have done great research on all of the horrible things you need
to know about the current campaign finance system. I think we need legislative
leadership. Legislators who are passionate about this and care about this to tell the
governor we want to do it, we want to go all the way, and we want to do it now. The
Assembly can certainly start leading us there this session, with the Senate to follow
the next session. We need a tremendous grassroots campaign, that Citizen Action of
New York City is leading the way and building every day. In my last five seconds,
no special interest contributors are knocking on our door. It takes a tremendous
amount of resources to fund a campaign to pass a Clean Elections law in New York
State. Anyone out there who wants to make a donation to the effort, feel free to see
myself or Pam Bennet, our director, who’s sitting up front here. Thank you all for
your interest.

ANDREA BATISTA SCHLESINGER: Charlie?

CHARLIE KING: First of all, now that I'm in the private sector, any special interest
money you want to send my way, I'm happy to take it. Second, to me it’s an all
or nothing proposition. When you start looking at the Band-Aid approach or the
intermediate approach, you must ask yourself, “Who is it ultimately benefiting? Is it
really just sort of a press statement?” If you hear elected officials saying this is a step
in the right direction, really analyze it and say, “Is it really?” Because I'm willing
to bet you that when you actually drill down and see what it is doing or not, going
back to the Commissioner, you put your finger in one place it’s going to sprout out
someplace else. Some people can just say, “We have a victory, and let’s go home.” I
think we’ve got to have an all or nothing kind of concept and not pat ourselves on
the back if we get incremental change. Because that’s going to be no change at all.

SENATOR LIZ KRUEGER: I think we’ve said it here today. Citizen Action has been
doing an amazing job with the other good government groups. Yes, we have plenty
of scandal. I think we need to bring it home to people. For me, and it was just already
said, we need to make sure Joe Bruno is not the leader of the New York State Senate.
He’s not going to pass Clean Elections or pretty much any other campaign finance
bill that would be serious. We have two more seats to take for the Democrats to be
the majority in the New York State Senate. If we tie, we’re in the majority. 2008 is
a critical year, from my perspective, to change the New York State Senate, which
then change where we go on many, many levels. In my last five seconds, I will tell
you a story. I fight pro-gun laws. One day, I was out of my seat when Dale Volker,%4

62 _http://www.commoncause.org/atf/cf/%7BFB3C17E2-CDD1-4DF6-92BE-BD4429893665%7D/BREAKING %20FREE%
20FOR%20FAIR%20ELECTIONS.PDF

63  http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentiD=3714
64  http://www.senatorvolker.com/
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the leader in the NRA movement in New York State, was bringing another bill to
the floor. His council comes chasing me outside: “You have to come in and debate
Dale.” 1 say, “No, I don’t.” “Yes, you do.” “Well, he’s going to win anyway. They
always win.” “No, no, no, he wants to do an NRA letter for fund raising saying,
‘under attack by Manhattan elitist anti-gun effort’ You have to come in and debate
so we can get a good quote to go in Dale’s fundraiser letter to the NRA.” I said, “No,
I'm not debating Dale so he can raise money from the NRA. This is absurd.” That,
really, is part of the punch line about what’s wrong with this picture, and why we
need Clean Elections.

ANDREA BATISTA SCHLESINGER: Dennis.

DENNIS BURKE: I'll leave you with a new idea, because this is the next step, I think,
for Arizona. I would love for you to beat us to the punch. If you’re a car dealer, for
example, and you’re serving in the Senate, and there’s a bill coming through that
really just benefits car dealers, you’ve got to not vote on that. You have a conflict

of interest. However, if there’s a bill

coming along that really affects your
If you're a car dealer, for example, and you're
serving in the Senate, and there’s a bill coming
through that really just benefits car dealers,
you've got to not vote on that. You have a
conflict of interest. However, if there’s a bill
coming along that really affects your ability
to get reelected, or the amount of money that
you're going to get from campaign donors, for
some reason that’s not considered a conflict of
interest. | think we need to look at the conflict

ability to get reelected, or the amount
of money that you’re going to get from
campaign donors, for some reason that’s
not considered a conflict of interest. I
think we need to look at the conflict
of interest laws, and expand them,
to move over that line finally. Major
contributions can become the conflict of

of interest laws, and expand them, to move
over that line finally. Major contributions can
become the conflict of interest that makes you
recuse yourself from the vote.

interest that makes you recuse yourself
from the vote. That’s pretty radical,
but I think it would make people come

—Arizona Activist Dennis Burke running and screaming, “Please, can
we have a Clean Election system?” We
have been doing some research on that

in Arizona. If you need something to put a fire under the House and the Senate, and

even the city, for change, take a very strong look at your conflict of interest law and

see how it might be tweaked.
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ANDREA BATISTA SCHLESINGER: Thank you. Thanks to this fantastic panel, and
to Dennis Burke for sharing. Thank you all for coming. The event will be available
in case you want to relive it. Transcript and video will be on our site. We’ve got
fantastic events coming up: the Attorney General from Minnesota on preventing
predatory lending, the Dallas District Attorney on exonerating the innocent, and
the Mayor of Boston will be here in December to talk about converting abandoned
buildings into affordable housing. Thank you everyone for coming.

End
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