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{ FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE IN NYS }

This fall, I organized two events aimed at
highlighting global warming issues. The first,
“Cleaning Up New York City’s Waste Stream”
brought together experts ‘
to discuss ditferent ap-
proaches for reducing the
amount of garbage that
New York City produces.
The second event was a
presentation of Nobel
Prize Winner Al Gore’s
slideshow “An Inconve-
nient Truth” followed by a discussion led by State
Department of Environmental Conservation Com-
missioner Pete Grannis on how New York State can
address the issue of global warming.

Among my priorities for the coming legisla-
tive session are passage of the Bigger, Better Bottle
Bill (§5850), which would expand deposits to cover
those containers currently not covered by the bottle
bill: water, juice and tea bottles and cans. I’ll also
be working with advocates to pass a ban on Styro-
foam (S6402). At my Waste Stream Forum I saw
corn and sugarcane-based alternatives to Styrofoam
that have similar costs, stood up to all sorts of seri-
ous testing, and also biodegrade within 2 months
(compared to 500 years for Styrofoam). New York
State also must implement a ban on the purchase
of wood from rainforest trees by government and
government contractors; deforestation is a major
contributor to global warming.
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Here are some small steps you can take to
make a big difference for the planet:

¢/ Instead of buying the cheapest new
appliance, invest in energy-saving ones.
Energy Star appliances use up to 40% less
energy.

v Instead of putting a refrigerator next
to the oven or dishwasher, separate them
so the fridge works less, using less energy.
v/ Instead of using regular incandescent
bulbs, use Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs.
¢/ Instead of running your dishwasher
and /or washing machines whenever you
get around to it, plan ahead so you only
run full loads. (And not all laundry needs
hot water, so cold-wash when you can!)
¢/ Instead of buying a bottle of water
every day, carry a refillable bottle. And
avoid Styrofoam at all costs.

v Instead of merely recycling the packag-
ing you buy, make sure to buy recycled
products in the first place. Stoop sales
and consignment stores can be a great

resource!



